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representative at Nagpoor received daily letters
and had daily audiences with the new Raja,
making communications, the substance of which
was withheld from the British Resident, in direct
violation of the treaty concluded only twelve
months before. Indeed, from the time that Apa
Salieb felt himself secure in the full possession of
the honours and authority of the Raj, he ceased
to regard the British alliance as a necessary j^op
to his rule, and began to be sensible of the humi-
liation of appearing to the Mahratta nation as the
first of the Bhoosla dynasty who had made a vo-
luntary sacrifice of political independence* It is
true, there had not yet been time for the alliance
to operate as a restraint on his personal direction
of internal or external affairs ; but it was not dif-
ficult for the designing men about him to convince
him that it must ultimately have that effect. He,
therefore, eagerly listened to the invitations of the
agents of the other Mahratta powers, to unite
with them for the purpose of shaking oft" the con-
nexion : nor was his personal vanity insensible to
the flattery with which his alliance was courted,
and to the distinction of being thought of so
much consequence to the success of the coalition.
Henceforward he lent himself wholly to the de-
signs of Bajee Rao; and, in April and May,
when matters were on the eve of a rupture with
the fcrtter, it was ascertained, that assurances of